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Agriculture
News for Employees, Students & Friends

Awards and
Promotions!
View photos and read award
citations for those at the Institute
who have received awards or
promotions in 2007.
Visit http://www.agriculture.utk.
edu/awards07/.
Funding adds momentum
to energy research

Read about
new CASNR
dean’s first
impressions,
inside.

overnor Phil Bredesen and
Environment and Conservation
Commissioner Jim Fyke have announced
that the Tennessee Agricultural
Experiment Station has received
$213,120 in grant awards to expand
alterative fuel research. The funding
complements the ethanol-based
Tennessee Biofuels Initiative and was
awarded through the state’s Alternative
Fuel Innovations Grants Program.
UT has been approved to receive
five grants. Of these, three are to the
Experiment Station:
• $73,120 to purchase a baler, scales, and
trailer to study the most economical
harvest method of cellulosic material
for ethanol production (Burt English)
• $100,000 to design and construct
a small-scale biodiesel production
facility capable of producing ASTM
specification diesel from a wide-range
of feedstocks, including soybeans,
switchgrass, algae, and other
agricultural residues, and
• $40,000 to install a tank and pump
to store and dispense the biodiesel
produced at the production facility
described above. Promotional materials
Continued, page 2

Joint Master of Landscape
Architecture program
launched

T

ennesseans seeking an advanced
degree in landscape architecture
will no longer have to go out of state to
get it.
The Tennessee Higher Education
Commission has given final approval
for the new Master in Landscape
Architecture program at UT. The
program is offered jointly by the College
of Architecture and Design and the
College of Agricultural Sciences and
Natural Resources.
Classes will begin fall 2008, and the
deadline to apply is Feb. 1, 2008. “We
have realized the need to educate
landscape architects in Tennessee
for years and, finally, we have made
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Continued, page 2

Ag cost share program
expands

T

he Tennessee Department of
Agriculture continues to offer
cost share allowances to Tennessee
cattle producers through its Tennessee
Agricultural Enhancement Program.
The cost share for livestock handling
equipment increased to $3,500 starting
August 1, and hay cone feeders, as well
as creep or self feeders, have been added
to the list of eligible equipment to help
farmers stretch out their hay supplies.
Also new to the program this year,
cattle farmers who are Master Beef
Producer-certified can qualify for 50
percent cost share reimbursement for
both handling equipment purchases
and genetic improvements. Funds also
continue in areas of hay storage and ag
growth (diversification). Contact the
department for more information.

Institute News
First Impressions and Desired Directions
by Caula Beyl, dean,
College of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources

A

s I approached Morgan Hall on my first day at
work, I was struck again at how much care and
effort had gone into making the surroundings such a
great place to work. In my mind’s eye, I imagined a
whole crew diligently manicuring the weed-free turf
with scissors each evening. This impression symbolized
what I have discovered about the faculty and staff of
CASNR in the short time I have been privileged to be
a part of UT. CASNR is steeped with a passion for
doing the job and doing it well. The motivation that
drives this desire to serve with excellence appears to be
intrinsic and pervasive.
Faculty and staff alike are dedicated to the students.
Those who teach also embrace the idea that the teaching
in itself does not have value unless the student learns.
The variety of teaching styles and techniques that many
of the faculty have shared with me are evidence of a
desire to ensure that the student excels. We in CASNR
also are aware that we are entrusted with the student so
that we not only teach in the classroom but also nurture,
care, and mentor. As the new dean, I applaud this and
say, “Keep up the great work!”
I am also exceedingly proud that we embrace diversity
in all its forms. The attitude is not merely a tolerance of
diversity but an acceptance and appreciation of it. This
atmosphere of welcome will help enhance our diversity
and retain students from all backgrounds.

funding, from page 1
will also be purchased for university
vehicles using the biodiesel.
“We’re pleased with this funding
and what it will enable us to do, and
deeply appreciative of the support
that Governor Bredesen has shown in
enabling UT to be a national leader in
biofuels research,” said Tom Klindt,
interim dean of the Experiment
Station.



With all that we are doing well,
it can be a challenge to define
future directions. Since we face
tough competition, we have to
think like the ‘net generation’
students and actively seek
opportunities to contact
them in ways in which they
communicate.
Caula Beyl
Some of the challenge of
recruitment has to do with
the perception of agriculture. All of us are faced with the
challenge of educating the public at every opportunity
with the tremendous opportunities that exist in
agricultural sciences and natural resources. Our graduates
are in demand and we could place many more than we
currently produce in rewarding career positions.
This same lack of awareness of what we are exists even
within our own university. This lack of knowledge and
understanding about our threefold mission of teaching,
research, and extension hurts us dearly when budgeting
decisions are made. Please help me to remedy this by
reaching out to the entire campus, sharing our success
stories, and being leaders in innovative teaching. We
cannot be content with how we are defined and viewed
today. CASNR must be resilient and responsive to
regional, state, and national needs in terms of new
programs and activities. Our image and reality should
be congruent and will be if we take the lead in academic
enhancement and growth.

MLA program, from page 1
it happen,” said UT architecture
professor Tracy Moir-McClean,
interim coordinator of the MLA
program. She said it is necessary to
have a consistent supply of welltrained and licensed landscape
architects in the state. Though the
MLA program will be administratively
housed in the College of Architecture
and Design, it is cross-disciplinary
in its scope of studies and in the
composition of its faculty. “This is
a great marriage of expertise and
knowledge between the two colleges,”
said Mary Albrecht, associate dean
for academic programs for CASNR.

“There has been a commitment from
both colleges to work on bringing
this program to the University of
Tennessee.”
The program will apply for
candidacy status with the Landscape
Architectural Accreditation Board
as soon as possible. The program
offers three degrees: the Master of
Landscape Architecture professional
degree, the Master of Arts in
Landscape Architecture and the
Master of Science in Landscape
Architecture.

Institute of Agriculture Grants and Contracts
April–June 2007

May

April

Thanks to the resourcefulness and competitiveness of our faculty, the Institute received awards totaling $1,793,315
in grants, contracts, and cooperative agreements from external agencies for the second quarter of 2007. At a time
when most states are operating with constrained budgets, our ability to attract dollars for research and Extension
from outside sources has become especially crucial. To the principal and co-principal investigators listed below,
congratulations. To everyone, we appreciate your support and efforts in seeking external funding.
PI; Co-PI

Department

John Bartee

Montgomery County

Award

Matt Devereaux

Family and Consumer Sciences

Dennis Deyton; Carl Sams

Plant Sciences

Charles Faulkner

Comparative Medicine

Owen Gwathmey

Plant Sciences

Juan Jurat-Fuentes

Entomology and Plant Pathology

10,000

Dow AgroSciences LLC

Melissa Kennedy

Comparative Medicine

14,750

Winn Foundation

Scott McElroy; Thomas Mueller; John
Sorochan

Plant Sciences

30,000

US Golf Association

David Mercker

Forestry, Wildlife and Fisheries

Stephen Oliver; Raul Almeida

Animal Science

69,010

Vince Pantalone

Plant Sciences

156,910*

Scott Stewart

Entomology and Plant Pathology

Alvin Womac

Biosystems Eng and Soil
Sciences

PI; Co-PI

Department

Award

Agency

Steve Adair; Jose Castro

Large Animal Clinical Sciences

13,129

Dechra Pharmaceuticals

John Bartee

Montgomery County

26,800

Army-Ft Campbell

Joe Bartges

Small Animal Clinical Sciences

4,000

Morris Animal Foundation

Ann Berry

Family and Consumer Sciences

2,000

National Endowment for Financial
Education

David Buehler

Forestry, Wildlife, and Fisheries

4,363

National Council for Air & Steam
Improvement

Wayne Clatterbuck

Forestry, Wildlife, and Fisheries

Daniel de la Torre Ugarte

Agricultural Economics

58,000

Shell Hydrogen, LLC

Nicholas Frank

Large Animal Clinical Sciences

26,638

Grayson-Jockey

56,876

Lloyd, Inc

Clark Garland

Agricultural Economics

20,000

University of Georgia-SARE

Matthew Gray

Forestry, Wildlife, and Fisheries

26,189

Bowater, Inc

Timothy Hicks

Tipton County Extension

50,000

Tennessee Department of Education

Melissa Kennedy

Comparative Medicine

David Lockwood

Plant Sciences

Elizabeth Long

Entomology and Plant Pathology

9,986
121,058
3,000
3,465*
40,000*

4,800

Agency
TN State University
TN Department of Education
North American Strawberry
Research Foundation
Discover Life in America
Cotton Inc

Tennessee Department of Agriculture
Epitopix, LLC
USDA

5,500

Monsanto

17,280

CP Nozzle

11,000
6,000

USDA Forest Service
Sustainable Forestry Initiative, Inc

4,000

Morris Animal Foundation

5,000

NC State University

35,063

NC State University

117,250

USDA APHIS
USDA CSREES

Timothy Prather

Biosystems Engineering and Soil
Science

150,000

Melvin Newman

Entomology and Plant Pathology

24,000

Scott Stewart

Entomology and Plant Pathology

41,000*

Cotton, Inc

Xuemin Xu

Pathobiology

297,250

National Institutes of Health

Southern Soybean Research
Program

*Combines multiple grants
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PI; Co-PI

Department

Steve Adair

Large Animal Clinical Sciences

Ernest Bernard

Entomology and Plant Pathology

Barbara Clarke
Joseph Clark

6,550

Agency
Cook Biotech, Inc

15,891*

Discover Life in America

Family and Consumer Sciences

54,900*

Tennessee Department of Health

Forestry, Wildlife, and Fisheries

72,750*

Louisiana Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries

Wayne Clatterbuck

Forestry, Wildlife, and Fisheries

15,000

Owen Gwathmey

Plant Sciences

Darrell Hensley

Entomology and Plant Pathology

10,000

University of Florida

Martha Keel

Family and Consumer Sciences

46,300

Tennessee Department of Health

Daryll Ray; Harwood Schaffer

Agricultural Economics

57,992

Nat’l Commission on Industrial Farm
Animal Production

John Skinner

Entomology and Plant Pathology

Scott Stewart
Philip Ye

Briefly: Madhu Dhar
Madhu Dhar is a research associate
professor in the Department of Large
Animal Clinical Sciences in the
College of Veterinary Medicine.
Q: Your hometown and country?
A: Pune, India, a vibrant, cultural city
whose history dates back to 937 AD
and is known as the Oxford of the East.
Q: Why have you come to work for
the Institute?
A: I did my Ph.D. in plant molecular
biology from the National Chemical
Laboratory, Pune. With my background
in molecular biology, I was keen on
expanding my knowledge base in the
area of molecular genetics with a focus
on human diseases. It was in 1990 that
I had an offer from Dr. Jayant Joshi,
from the Department of Biochemistry,
University of Tennessee. Dr. Joshi
had visited the laboratory in Pune.
He described Knoxville and the UT

9,815

University of Georgia
Cotton, Inc

8,000

USDA ARS

Entomology and Plant Pathology

21,800

Cotton, Inc

Biosystems Eng and Soil
Sciences

10,000

US Army RDECOM

campus atmosphere. The fact that
Knoxville is a university town drew
me. More importantly, UT and Oak
Ridge National Laboratory were in the
forefront of research in the areas of my
interest. Hence, when Dr. Joshi offered
me a position, I said “Yes” in a heartbeat.



Award

I have now worked at UT since
January 1, 1990 and have had the
opportunity to interact with eminent
scientists from various departments at
UT and at ORNL. They have always
encouraged me to think outside the
box. They always gave me a patient
hearing and egged me on whenever I
felt frustrated. All department heads
gave me the freedom to pursue my
dreams. I could not have asked for a
better research institution.
I am now an independent investigator
in the Department of Large Animal
Sciences. With my beginning grant from
American Heart Association in 2004, I
started a collaboration with Drs. Nick
Frank and Carla Sommardahl. With my
research focus being the animal models
of diabetes and obesity, I fit in perfectly
with the research goals of the Center for
Endocrine and Metabolism Research.
In hindsight I think I was lucky to
have been offered a research position
at the University of Tennessee and
have enjoyed every single minute of
my time here. I have grown as a person
and as a scientist.

What’s News
Elizabeth Strand, director of
Veterinary Social Work, will teach a
mindfulness-based stress reduction
(MBSR) course this fall. The eightweek series will teach mindfulness
practice techniques for the alleviation
of accumulated daily stress, chronic
pain, anxiety, high blood pressure,
depression, and other conditions
worsened by stress. The course starts
September 11 and has a fee of $100.
To learn more or to register, contact
Tressie Brown at nuchols@utk.edu or
(865) 974-5574.
UT’s newsletter for managers and
supervisors focuses its July issue
on guidance about how to conduct
strategic planning. To view this or
previous issues of Making a Difference,
visit http://tinyurl.com/yqlamz.
Former Vice President Jack Britt
has been awarded the 2007 Fellow
Award, Administration Category,
sponsored by the American Society
of Animal Science. Britt was
bestowed the award at the ASAS
awards ceremony as a part of the
society’s annual meetings. His
contributions to understanding of
reproductive physiology and livestock
management were cited, as were his
mentoring of students, contributions
to research literature, and academic
and administrative leadership.

Institute News
news, continued

Research and Education Centers have powerful impact

Retired Associate Professor Frederick
Harper of Animal Science has
been honored as a Fellow of the
Equine Science Society. The award
recognizes distinguished service to
the horse industry and society over a
long period of time. Harper’s record
of publications and his impact in
areas of genetics, nutrition, health
care, reproduction, and management
were cited, as were his innovations
in Extension programming for those
with ties to the horse industry.

Y

ou can feel the excitement building
around the Institute as we begin
the new academic year and transition
from summer to fall activities.

Extension’s Heritage Skills Seminars
continue to be a great success, guiding
individuals in learning traditional
skills such as quilting, weaving, and
white oak basketry. Space remains
in the white oak basketry seminar,
which will be taught October 1-4 at
the Clyde M. York Training Center
in Crossville. For more information,
visit http://uteasternregion.org/fcs/
Heritage%20Skills.htm. The series is
co-sponsored by the Tennessee Family
and Community Education Council.

The REC system we have is a
wonderful statewide presence for
the University of Tennessee and the
Institute. The RECs are our largest
laboratories and classrooms. We are
working to change the impression
many have traveling by them that
they are nothing more than wellmaintained farms. But when you
see the excellent, current, cuttingedge information that is transmitted
at field days by our Extension and
research faculty, specialists and staff
to the end users—farmers, gardeners,
homemakers, agribusinesses, and
commodity groups—you realize
the RECs are much, much more.
Recently at the Middle Tennessee
REC Making Forages Work Field Day,
the various sessions held during the
day were called colleges, and I liked
that. You could attend Cow College,

Ralph Collier with National Public
Radio in Philadelphia interviewed
Richard Evans, director of the
Forestry Resources Research and
Education Center, about the UT
Arboretum in Oak Ridge. His segment
will air in a four-state region in early
September and stream live on the
Internet. Contact Richard Evans for
more details at revans6@utk.edu. The
arboretum was the site of filming in
July for a feature-length documentary
about Oak Ridge called “Built for the
People.” The film will premiere next
year on the Documentary Channel and
also air in local theatres.
Meet Davy Crockett and John
Sevier at the UT Arboretum, 901
S. Illinois Ave. in Oak Ridge on
Saturday, August 18th at 7 p.m.
Lynn Fox, a local historian and
descendant of a King’s Mountain
battle hero, will share stories of

I have attended several field days
held at our Research and Education
Centers during the summer. Doing so
reminds me and emphasizes them as a
place where our land grant mission is
fulfilled—that being the transmission
of findings from our research programs
to end-users for real life applications.

Joe DiPietro
Grass Management College, and
Forage College sessions, get the latest
information to help your operation, and
without the worry of a pop quiz.
The RECs also provide unique
capabilities to provide solutions to
difficult and important problems facing
our various constituents as well as
nation that very few institutions outside
the land grant system are capable of. We
are relying on them heavily to carry out
research activities regarding cultivation,
harvest, and transportation of cellulosic
feedstocks, like switchgrass, that are
challenging, and results of this work are
essential to the success of the Tennessee
Biofuels Initiative. It’s my hope that
soon when people drive by one of our
RECs more of them will pause and
think about the scholarship that goes
on there and how it’s helping do all the
right things for Tennessee.
All the best,

Attention-getting –The UT Gardens’
summer Books and Blooms Story Time
program has been a stupendous success.
Organized by horticulture graduate
student Terumi Watson, the program
has attracted more than 500 children
and adults to the gardens to listen
and participate in engaging stories
told by volunteers, including Deb
DiPietro. Terumi and DiPietro are now
planning a Books and Blooms series for
Halloween and Thanksgiving.

Continued, page 6


Institute News
Teachers take to woods for learning

M

ost Tennessee schools are either back in
session, or just about to ring the school
bell for the first time this year. But for many
teachers, summer was hardly a vacation from
their own brand of learning.
In a teacher conservation workshop put
together by UT Extension, the woods become a
classroom for those who will soon be instructing
our kids.
This is the 9th year for the conservation
workshop, and to date nearly 500 teachers have been trained. You can
watch a video about the program at the Institute’s Web site at http://
www.agriculture.utk.edu/news/VideoReleases/. – Chuck Denney

Ready, set, measure! –
Teachers learn to calculate the number of
logs a tree might produce.

news, from page 5
Tennessee’s early history. Bring your
picnic baskets, coolers, blankets,
lawn chairs and be prepared for an
hour of entertainment, education,
humor, and little known Tennessee
facts as Lynn captures the vision,
determination and fortitude of
Tennessee legends. Crockett admirers
young and old are encouraged to
wear their coonskin hats. Admission
is $5 per person, children under 12
are free. Call (865) 483-3571 or visit
www.UTArboretumSociety.org for
more details.

College of Veterinary Medicine
employees Misty Bailey and Anik
Vasington were recognized for their
work at the 2007 APEX Awards,
a competition for writers, editors,
publications staff and business and
nonprofit communicators. Bailey, a
technical writer, and Vasington, a
graphic designer, won the Award
of Excellence for their work on
the annual report for the Center of
Excellence in Livestock Diseases
and Human Health. The report
can be viewed at http://www.vet.

utk.edu/coe/pdf/AnnRpt2006.pdf.
Bailey also received an Award of
Excellence for her work on Discovery,
the research newsletter produced for
the college. An example can be viewed
at http://www.vet.utk.edu/research/
newsletters/06/Dec_2006.pdf.
Margot Emery, senior writer/
producer, and Donna Hundley,
designer, of Marketing and
Communications received a 2007
APEX Award of Excellence for
the Institute’s biannual magazine,
Tennessee Land, Life & Science.
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